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NABC AND USHBC EACH OFFER UNIQUE BENEFITS TO THE                             
HIGHBUSH BLUEBERRY INDUSTRY 

The North American Blueberry Council (NABC), established in 1965, and the U.S. Highbush Blueberry Council 
(USHBC), established in the year 2000, each offer unique benefits to the highbush blueberry industry and 
together work to increase blueberry interest, demand and availability.  Prior to the establishment of the USHBC, 
the NABC performed the market promotion and research functions for the highbush blueberry industry.  With 
these activities now assumed by the USHBC, the North American Blueberry Council has assumed the role of 
acting as the voice of highbush blueberries.   

Whereas the USHBC is a mandatory national research and promotion program 
established through a vote of the blueberry industry with assessments of $12 per 
ton on all highbush blueberries produced in the United States or imported, the 
NABC is a voluntary association representing the highbush blueberry industry in 
both the United States and Canada with dues based on the grower’s yearly 
production levels.   Yearly NABC dues for grower members range from $100 for 
those producing up to 100,000 pounds of blueberries per year to $250 for those 
producing up to 250,000 pounds; $500 for those producing up to 500,000 pounds 
and $1,000 for those producing over 500,000 pounds of blueberries per year. 
The NABC also offers associate membership at $700 per year to those involved in 
affiliated industries such as equipment suppliers, marketers and shippers, 
packaging companies or organizations providing agricultural services.   
With these funds, the NABC provides its membership with market information 
such as monthly cold storage reports, an annual blueberry statistical report and 
weekly crop reports during the harvest season.  NABC meetings are held twice 
each year, at the same location and immediately proceeding USHBC meetings, 
and usually include a tour of a local agricultural operation or ag related industry 
based near the meeting site.  
The NABC also acts as a voice of the highbush blueberry industry in trade and 
legislative issues, activities that cannot be conducted by the USHBC.  Recent 

actions taken by the NABC in this area have been efforts to open the market in Korea and India for fresh 
blueberries.  The NABC Legislative Committee has also been involved in bringing the issue of the labeling of 
products that contain artificial fruit ingredients to the attention of members of the U.S. Senate and Congress.   
NABC representatives also hold Board positions on the recently formed National Berry Crops Initiative (NBCI), a 
partnership of industry, academia and government formed to develop a strategic plan for the continued growth 
and sustainability of berry crop production in the United States.   
Additional details on the North American Blueberry Council can be found on the NABC website at 
www.nabcblues.org.  Those interested in joining the NABC can also contact the NABC office at (916) 983-2279 
for more information.   
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VIEW “THE MIGHTY HUMBLE BLUEBERRY” 
ON-LINE THIS MONTH 
“The Mighty Humble Blueberry”, a film by New Jersey 
native and filmmaker Nancy O’Mallon, is now available 
for viewing online, free of charge until June 30th.  To 
view this documentary on the history of the highbush 
blueberry go to www.Independentfeatures.com and 
follow the instructions to see the film.  “The Mighty 
Humble Blueberry” is found under the “documentary” 
genre.  Additional film details and instructions for 
viewing the film can be found on the blog at 
www.aboutblueberries.com.   
O’Mallon has been following the blueberry story since 
1998 when she began research for “Beneath the Same 

Sun”, a yet 
unpublished novel 
set on a blueberry 
farm in Southern 
New Jersey.  While 
working on this book 
she archived 
numerous hours of 
tape-recorded 
interviews, 

numerous photographs and historical documents. In 
the Spring of 2005 she began her effort to put this 
information on film.   
The documentary includes the thoughts and 
recollections of those related to, or who closely worked 
with, Dr. Frederick Coville and Elizabeth White, the two 
individuals responsible for bringing blueberries into 
cultivation back in 1916 at Whitesbog, New Jersey.  
The film also covers those that have labored over the 
years to harvest and market blueberries and includes 
details on blueberry nutraceutical research.   
 

USHBC MEETING SCHEDULE 
2008 USHBC Fall Meeting 

Thursday, October 2 to Saturday, October 4, 2008 
Hilton McLean Tyson’s Corner- McLean, Virginia 

Phone (703) 761-5214 
2009 USHBC Spring Meeting- Biloxi, Mississippi 

     Thursday, February 26 to Saturday, February 28, 2009 
2009 USHBC Fall Meeting- Portland, Oregon 

Thursday, October 1 to Saturday, October 3, 2009 
2010 USHBC Spring Meeting- Boston, Massachusetts 

Thursday, February 25 to Saturday, February 27, 2010 

USHBC P.O. BOX AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMER 
RECIPE REQUESTS 

The USHBC has opened a post office box for consumer use when 
requesting blueberry recipes and information.  Members of the 
blueberry industry are encouraged to use the following text when 
inviting consumers to contact the USHBC for blueberry recipes 
and/or information: 

For Blueberry Recipes and Information visit the U.S. 
Highbush Blueberry Council website at www.ushbc.org, or 

send a self-addressed, stamped (standard business size) 
envelope to: 

Blueberry Recipes 
C/o U.S. Highbush Blueberry Council 

P.O. Box 1036 

Folsom, California 95630 

 

USHBC ADVERTISING SCHEDULE: 
 HEALTH PROFESSIONAL, FOODSERVICE AND 

CONSUMER MAGAZINES 
    June  American Academy of Nurse Practitioners 
  Food Management 
  Restaurant Hospitality 
  Foodservice Director 
  School Nutrition (June/July) 
    July   New England Journal of Medicine 

Eating Well (July/August) 
Body + Soul 
Food Management 
Restaurant Hospitality 
Foodservice Director 

    August Natural Health 
Medical Economics 
Journal of the American Medical Association 
Food Management 
Foodservice Director 

    September American Medical News 
    November American Journal of Clinical Nutrition 
  School Nutrition  
    December Diabetes Educator                                                                                     

 
The USHBC Bluespaper is published by the U.S. Highbush Blueberry Council; 
2390 East Bidwell Street, Suite #300; Folsom, California 95630. Phone (916) 983-
0111; Fax (916) 983-9022; Web Site: www.blueberry.org, or www.ushbc.org 
The USHBC has adopted a diversity outreach plan to attempt to achieve a diverse 
representation on the Council.  USHBC programs and meetings are open to all 
individuals.  The USHBC prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, genetic information, parental status and marital or 
family status. The USHBC fully complies with any and all applicable Federal, 
State, and local equal employment opportunity statutes, ordinances and 
regulations, including, but not limited to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990; the Age Discrimination in Employment Act 
of 1967; and the Equal Pay Act of 1963. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact the USHBC office at (916) 983-0111.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 
(voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).    


